Conference Name: PsyCon Rome—International Conference on Psychology & Psychiatry, 14-15 September 2026
Conference Dates: 14-Sep- 2026 to 15-Sep- 2026

Conference Venue: Courtyard by Marriott Rome Central Park, Via Moscati 7, 00168 Rome, Italy

Appears in: LIFE: International Journal of Health and Life-Sciences (ISSN 2454-5872)

Publication year: 2026

Lauren Chapple-Love, 2026

Volume 2026, pp. 129-130

DOI- https://doi.org/10.20319/icrlsh.2026.129130

This paper can be cited as: Love, L.C. (2026). When the Courtroom Gets it Wrong: What Psychology
Knows that Justice Systems don't. PsyCon Rome-International Conference on Psychology & Psychiatry,
14-15 September 2026. Proceedings of Healthcare and Biological Sciences Research Association
(HBSRA), 2026, 129-130

WHEN THE COURTROOM GETS IT WRONG: WHAT
PSYCHOLOGY KNOWS THAT JUSTICE SYSTEMS DON'T

Lauren Chapple-Love
Elle Psychological Services, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA
drcl@drchapplelove.com

Abstract

Justice systems worldwide are built on assumptions about how trauma looks -- and those
assumptions are wrong. When a survivor appears emotionally flat, fails to report immediately, or
cannot recall events in linear sequence, legal professionals routinely interpret these responses as
indicators of deception or unreliability. In reality, they are among the most well-documented
expressions of trauma in the clinical literature. The gap between what psychology knows and what
courtrooms assume has profound consequences: credible survivors are disbelieved, perpetrators
go unaccountable, and professionals tasked with protecting the public inadvertently cause harm.
This presentation draws on forensic psychology practice, trauma science, and interdisciplinary
training experience to examine how trauma responses are systematically misread within legal and
investigative contexts. Attendees will explore the neurobiology of trauma and its behavioral
manifestations, common points of misinterpretation in forensic and legal settings, and the
consequences of trauma-uninformed practice for clients, practitioners, and justice outcomes. The

presentation introduces a practical framework for trauma-informed forensic engagement
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applicable across clinical, legal, and investigative roles -- equipping practitioners to recognize,
interpret, and respond to trauma presentation with greater accuracy and ethical clarity. This work
is drawn from the presenter's direct experience training law enforcement, legal professionals, and
government agencies in trauma-informed practice, and reflects a growing international imperative
to align justice systems with psychological science. Practitioners across disciplines -- psychology,
psychiatry, nursing, social work, and law -- will leave with concrete tools they can integrate into

their professional practice immediately.
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